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Sunday, April 24, 1966

Victims.

. Project Committee

Today the people of ‘Armeni-
meancestry in the communities
~ Montebello, Pico Rivera,
East Los Angeles, and Monte-
réy Park will join with Arme-
Inians of the greater Los An-
.| geles Metropolitan and suburb-
“~an areas in a memorial tribute
" |to the thousands of their coun-
Jtrymen who were massacred
“|by the Turks in 1915.

The ceremonies, open to
the publie, will begin at 6:30
p.m. in the Embassy Audito-
rium, 847 South Grand Ave-
nue, Los Angeles, and is one
of hundreds of similar cere-
., monies held throughout the

| world commemorating the
~ 51st anniversary of the Turk-
_ ish massacre of the Armen-
«~ ian people—a day of mourn-
* ing as a gesture of reverence
. and homage to the memory
of three million unarmed
_ Armenians who were slaugh-
tered in 1915 in a mass ef-
fort to exterminate the Ar-
menian race.
This is not the only nor the
first attempted extermination
.faced by the Armenian people.

Ry v e
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the Armenians - formed their
own free Republic after cen-
turies of Turkish rule. The
Armenians,
people, without adequate arms,
food, or finances, built a coun-
try from nothing and organ
ized a well-functioning govern:
ment along Western lines with-
in
Woodrow Wilson boundary.

/

tered men, women and children
were not armed. :

When armed, such as they
could be, the Armenians pre-
sented a different story.
Against overwhelming odds
and trained adversaries they *
made glorious stands that
will live throughout history
—like the American stand at
the Alamo. The Armenians
gave 250,000 soldiers fo the
Allied cause and fought the
Turks to a standstill and fi-
nal defeat, they aided inthe
collapse of the German
forces by denying them the
oil of Baku after the Brit-
ish had decided Baku could
not be held during World
War IL i

Finally, on

tack by Tartar hordes and Red
fdivisions from the north final-
ly succeeded in collapsing the
infant Republic.
But, the United States gra-
ciously provided the Near East
Relief which, along with many
generous American organiza-
tions, managed to save tens of
thousands of Armenian lives;
and Armenians will never for-
get this.
The Armenians and the rest
of the civilized world have an
obligation to the martyrs
whose remains rest in the des-
erts of a Der-Zor to bring free-
dom once again to their home-
land. A resurrected free Arme-
nia will be a bulwark against
further aggression by the for-
ces azainst freedom in the
Near East —an international
buffer zone to keep separated
the forces of East and West.
Armenians  throughout the
world, of every nation and po-
litical belief are united in de-
manding the return of Arme-
nia's historical territories, and
the associated probléms must
be seitled by the world pow-
ers. Armenians in the Diaspora
are grateful for the hospital-

May 28 of 1918,

being a creative

the American arbitrated
THIS GOVERNMENT, how:

““As early as 1884 the Turks at-
-.tacked without warnlng'“th
felpless civilian population sof

Women, and children in one
day.
_ AGAIN IN 1896 another 300,

jands of the same assassins
they were Christians.
The Armenians were not the

Anatolian peninsula met a sim-|§

Ataturk government. In fact,
this sort of genocide has been
practiced by descendents ol
the Mongols periodically over
the past six centuries. As late
as 1956 mobs organized by the
Turkish police, military, and
the Menderes government did
$300,000,000 damage to .prop-
erty, killed 3000 people, and
committed acts of unprovoked
violence against Armenians,
Greeks and Jews.

They also defied and repu-

ever,
Sassoun, killing 65,000 men,{f -
D - Armenians died at thelf
or no other reason than that|§™
only ones to suffer, for in 19223

some 500,000 Greeks of thell.

ilar fate at the hands of the|f

rate.

be disinherited from their an-
cient homeland. It is too deep-
ly engraved in their hearts and

‘Armenians Pay Tribute Today To
f 1915 Massacre By Turks

but simply because the sla.ugh-'viet-'rurkish ‘collusion and at-

Armenia must not be forgot-
ten. The honor of the Western
World, the existence of Armen-
ians as a people, and the main-
tenance of the concepts of na-
tional honor and justice for all
peoples as once enunciated by
Adlai Stevenson, demand the
restoration of the Armenian
territories to Armenians and

government which defiled
them.

The continued existence of
the United Nations itself de-
pends upon truly convincing
all its members of its coms

Then and only then will na-
tions give up the necessary
amount of sovereignty to
make a success rather than
a farce out of this hopeful
concept. Then they will be
willing to accept the United
Nations settlement of con-
flicts and the constant fear
of world destruction present
in every dispute will evapo-

The Armenian people cannot

- short-lived for So-

"8 AN

ity of their host countries, but
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their minds. They have pledged
to their martyrs of 1915 that
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diated the United States by
violating the Woodrow Wil-

son boundary by ravagin
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